MEETING MINUTES

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2007

TOWN HALL – CONFERENCE ROOM B 

Members Present:
Jean Connaughton, Chair

Sandra Besse

Paul Willard

Members Absent:

Earl Dalrymple

Meg Kistin

R. Renee Fernandes-Abbott

Mary Jane Pillsbury

Also Present:
Marilyn Whalley, CEDA Director

Anthi Frangiadis

Mike Baptiste

Mary E. Taggart

Anthony Scarsciotti

Steve Smith

Expedited Permitting - 

Jean Connaughton, Chair, opened by stating that the purpose of the meeting was for the members of CEDA and the Planning Board to review new legislation that might assist in the management of economic development.  She then introduced Steve Smith the Executive Director of SRPEDD.

Mr. Smith stated that the new legislation addresses matters such as the Mass Highway Department, the issuing of  permits, the courts (including the land court), etc.  However, the part of the legislation that cities and towns are most concerned with is Chapter 43D.  

He went on to say that towns and cities basically have two options for doing expedited permitting.  Option 1 is that we can go to SRPEDD and they will work with us to modify our expedited permitting process on a local basis.  Option 2 is the 43D option.  

If the town was to adopt the 43D option, the town would be eligible to receive a grant, up to $150,000 in technical assistance monies to set up the permitting process.   Basically,  this would be accomplished by the town designating a 43D Priority Development Site that is zoned for commercial and industrial, and has buildings in excess of 50,000 square feet.  This is a designation done by the Board of Selectmen with authority from a Town Meeting.  

The Board, with the permission of the property owner, submits a two-pronged request to the state asking to designate this property for 43D and for  $150,000 in grant monies.  The state then has 60 days to approve or deny the request.  One stipulation attached to this is that the Town has to agree to a single point of contact to whom businesses can contact when coming into town.  

The Town must agree to amend its rules and regulations within 120 days to conform to Chapter 43D requirements.  The developer must get an answer within 180-days, if the Town does not give an answer it is presumed approved.  In case of a non-approval, the aggrieved party has the right to appeal with the exception of wetlands. The developer does not have to wait for the ruling but can proceed as his own risk.  

Discussion -

It was suggested that as the Planning Board is not comfortable with the BDOD language, we work with SRPEDD specifically to improve the BDOD language to amend the zoning language. It was also suggested that in return for expediting the permitting process, a Master Plan of BDOD, presented in map format, would have to be submitted, perhaps with the application.    

After much discussion, Jean Connaughton summarized that the group was not going to submit a warrant for 43D but would like to work with SRPEDD to be a model (to clarify BDOD language) and to proceed from that point in as far as developing a permitting process.  Lastly it was decided that A.D. Makepeace would be asked to submit a Master Plan.  

Marilyn added that all of this has a political overtone and that there needs to be an overriding mission that we all agree to and hold everyone to; at the very least a local point of contact.  

Meeting adjourned

Minutes approved on _________________________________________________

Submitted by _______________________________________________________
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